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“In just a few years, La Pcira has established itself as one of the most
groundbreaking properties of the Languedoc-Roussillon. Created in 2004, the
property now ranks alongside — and in some eyes even above — the best of the

best in Bordeaux and Burgundy."
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Les plus grands vins
[ Des rapports qualité
prix exceptionnels

Le texte original La Guide Lafont: « Ayant vu le jour seulement en 2004, La Pe¢ira en Damaiscla
fait partie des propriétes du Languedoc-Roussillon qui, en une poignée d'années seulement, ont
contribué a completement modifier le paysage et I'horizon de leur appellation, en se placant sur le
plan qualitatif au niveau, voire au-dessus, des ler crus classés du bordelais et des Grands Crus

bourguignons. »
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LA PEIRA MATISSAT

- Meilleur vin rouge de France -

Dear Sir,

Editions Robert Lafont Presse and Bertrand ROUGIER have the pleasure
and honor to announce that a two-page article - as part of report dedicated
to the great wines of the Languedoc-Roussillon - has been
exclusively devoted to La Pé¢ira in the Revue France Art de Vivre n°4
d’Automne / Le classement des meilleurs vins de France édition 2014 [best wines

of France 2014].

In addition to an overview of the estate, 5 wines of your domain are
reviewed in the article.

Furthermore, the La Peira Matissat 2010 was ranked among the top 100
wines of France, and has received the following distinctions:

The best red wine of France
3rd best wine of France (note 100/ 100)
The best wine of the Languedoc / Roussillon region

Yours sincerely,

Editor-in-Chief
Bertrand Rougier (c / o Prisma Pre sse - Robert Lafont)

30 rue de Bercy
75012 Paris



La Peira

| Translated by Florence Brutton|

Les lerrasses
du Paradis

o taste the wines of La Péira en Damaiséla is to take a bold step into another

world — a better world that unfolds with every sip, extending far beyond the

confines of the Terrasses du Larzac appellation. The estate is owned by author-

composer, Rob Dougan and barrister, Karine Ahton, ably assisted by young

Chdteau Margaux-trained winemaker, Jérémie Depierre. All three can congratulate themselves

on a rare achievement of truly monumental proportions!

In just a few years, La Péira en Damaisela has
established itself as one of the most ground-
breaking properties of the Languedoc-
Roussillon. Created in 2004, the property

now ranks alongside — and in some eyes even
above — the best of the best in Bordeaux and
Burgundy. Its name comes from an Occitan
stonemason’s adage, Plagar una peira en
damaisela, which means ‘take the best that

nature has to offer and show it well’. At first
glance, it’s hard to see how anyone could im-
prove on what was there already: 11 hectares
of stony but not meagre soils, in a sunny but
breezy location that enjoys a combination
of Continental and Mediterranean climate,
bordered on one side by the Mas de Daumas
Gassac and on the other by La Grange des
Péres and the woods of Pauliau.

Predictably, the yield is very small: less than
9hl/ha for the Grenache and Syrah that make
up the La Peira cuvee. The vines are short-
pruned and constantly tended. Desuckering,
leaf removal, thinning, green harvesting —
work in the vineyard never stops.

Harvesting is of course entirely manual. The
grapes are placed in small crates then taken
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Deusyls 2011 (93/100)
Vin de France — Price: 20-30 €

Marianne stands proud in the face of the enemy, bran-

dishing her standard and Phrygian cap in the battle for
the Republic.

Gold in the glass with emerald highlights, this for-
midable blend of Viognier and Roussanne marshals pure
upfront aromas of apricot, confectioner’s custard, hon-
eysuckle, beeswax and acacia. The attack is stately, dense
and velvety, spearheaded by Grenoble walnuts, spices
and white peaches that join forces with the violets under
siege from an aftertaste of gingerbread. Bringing up the
rear is a robust, toasty finish with compelling aromas of
pineapple and mandarines that linger to the last sip. One
of the best dry white wines to come out of this region -

makes you proud to be a wine drinker!

Les Obvions de la Peina 2011 (90/100)
Tertasse du Larzac — Price: 2-17 €

A woodsman brings the lovely Julia the firewood she so
desperately needs.

Ruby colour, immediate warmth on the nose, displaying
enticing aromas of sulphur, cedar, bark and juniper —
this wine is a delight from first whiff. Lovely, soft attack
but balanced by enveloping substance, blueberry fruit
to the fore, with exciting retronasal sensations of damp
leather and red roses. The finish is bolstered by intense

aromas of iron-rich olives wrapped around a core of

cherries, each as black as the other. A most affable and

engaging wine,

Las Fons 2010 (94/100)
Terrasse du Larzac — Price: 30-35 €

Huddled over her steaming cauldron, an old witch
watches lovingly as her granddaughter tries to lure
the squirrels out into the courtyard by conjuring little
flashes of fire.

This sandalwood-coloured wine opens with a bold
concoction of camphor, quince jam, bread and very
old eau-de-vie. The initial attack is soft but with a
barely concealed aggressive edge — a warm velvety
layer of blackcurrant skins embracing grippy tannins.
As the wine unfolds, notes of black pepper and Morello
cherries eventually emerge from their tannic cocoon,
sparking contrasting retronasal flavours of incense,
pine, leather and humus. The finish shows a practiced
hand, lingering long enough on the palate to conjure up
delicious swirls of prunes, cloves and dark chocolate,
mixed together at the touch of a liquorice stick. A dan-

gerously delicious wine, you could say.

L, Pena 2010 (98/100)

Terrasse du Larzac — Price: 60-70 €
Garnet colour with purple highlights. The bouquet is an
ocean of black tea brimming with seductive aromas of

blackberry hotly pursued by lush fragrances of chocolate

to the winery in air-conditioned vehicles
for double-sorting and de-stemming, Barrel
maturation is gloriously unhurried (the La
Péira, for instance, ages on fine lees in new
barrels for 18 to 24 months) and there is
no fining or filtration whatsoever. It is no
accident that these wines taste more like
the purest nectar than grape juice. That
said, neither the talents and ambitions of
the owners nor the quality of the terroir
are quite enough to explain the miracle that
takes place in every bottle. We can only con-
clude that these wines must be touched by
magic. How else to describe that feeling of
almost beatific pleasure that they arouse in
the people who taste them — a feeling most
of us can remember from childhood but
never experience in adult life.

Bertrand Rougier

and liquorice. The attack strives to cling onto a gorgeous
lick of After Eight mints, holding back the rising tide
of tannins and spices that will eventually roll it back
to shore — a land of sun-scorched garrigue and vanilla
with mocha coming through on the aftertaste. The finish
lingers lovingly on aromas of freshly roasted coffee en-
twined with cherry cream, only to tear them asunder
with exquisitely concentrated scents of creme brilee,
juniper and liquorice. When the last hint of flavour finally
disappears, you can’t help but feel a hint of regret — such

are the monumental proportions of this wine.

Matissar 2010 (100/100)
Terrasse du Larzac — Price: 60-70 €

Regal garnet-red colour glinting with ruby reflections.
Magisterial bouquet. Fig sits in splendour on the nose,
bejewelled in liquorice and chocolate and crowned
with a laurel wreath, flooding our senses with its
lingering presence. The attack is nobly assertive with-
out being overblown, seducing each taste bud with
an opulent flow of silk and velvet. Buttered brioche,
liquorice, chocolate, saffron, beech-wood smoke and
raspberries accompany blackcurrant and  venison,
right through to the aftertaste. On the finish, an
awesome blast of cocoa and a no less powerful whiff
of liquorice vie for attention with the lushness of
blackberry jam. Not only a regal wine — a legend in

the making!



Le classement 2014 des meilleurs vins de France

Pour sélectionner les 200 meilleurs vins de
France, nous sommes partis d’'un échantillon
d’environ a 7000 vins, parmi lesquels figuraient
tous les crus frangais les plus prestigicux, mais
aussi plusieurs centaines de merveilles incon-
nues. Au fil de nos sélections, notre panel s’est
naturellement réduit. Les dernieres dégustations
ont concerné un échantillon de plus de 500 vins
et se sont toutes déroulées a I'aveugle.

Pour figurer dans notre classement des meilleurs
vins de France édition 2014, chaque nectar
devait réunir trois conditions : obtenir une note
supérieure ou égale a 90 (les vins devaient donc

étre au moins “ Excellent ”), étre disponibles sans Baréme Catégorie
trop de difficultés (stocks non épuisés, réserva- 100 Légendaire
tion non impérative, prix non prohibitif) a la 98-99 Extraordinaire
vente a la propriété ou en boutique, et un seul 97-95 Exceptionnel
vin par domaine pouvait intégrer notre selec- 90-94 Excellent
tion. Nous avons donc distingue, parmi les 80-89 Bon aTres Bon
meilleurs vins francais, une bouteille sur 70-79 Correct
(presque) quarante. Aux Jeux Olympiques, un 69-60 Médiocre
tel exploit est couronné par une meédaille d'or. 59-50 Insuffisant
49-00 Défectueux

Bertrand Rougier, Claire Guiboud, Olivier
Cao, Jérome Pardigon, Nicolas Vannier, Hervé
Grand-Perret,Yanis Arghyris, Karl Vulliez

RANG Note NOM/ APPELLATION DOMAINE/CHATEAU ~ MILLESIME. ~ PAGE  RANG NOTE NOM/APPELLATION DOMAINE/CHATEAU ~ MILLESIME  PAGE
1 100 Riesling Rangen de Thann Zind-Humbrecht 2010 94 25 97  Quarts de Chaume Baumard 2010 FAVn®2
1 100 Clos des Bonnes Blanches Domaine Ogereau 2011 94 26 97  Vinde Paille Jacques Tissot 2007 103
2 100 Matissat (Terrasses du Larzac)  La Péira en Damaisela 2010 31 26 97 Reéserverouge Mas du Soleilla 2008 65
2 100  Cuvée Imperiale (CdP) Raymond Usseglio et Fils 2010 95 26 97  LesArchevéques (Condrieu) Les vins de Vienne 2012 103
3 100 Grenaches de Pierre Giraud 2010 FAVn°2 27 97 [l Cavaliere Diplomate d’Empire  Comte Abbatucci 2011 15
3 100 Epsilon (Hermitage) Cave de Tain 2009 FAVn®2 27 97  New BlackWine (Cahors) Triguedina 2010 85
3 100 Vieilles Vignes (CdP) Chéteau de Beaucastel 2011 95 28 97 [PurSang Didier Dagueneau 2010  FAVn®
4 100 Pure (CdP) Barroche 2010 FAVn®2 28 97  Visitare Interiore Terrae Chapoutier 2010 33
4 100 Les Bessards (Hermitage) Delas 2010 FAVn®2 29 97  Pomerol Chateau Gazin 2010 104
5 100 Pessac-Léognan blanc Pape-Clément 2009 FAVn®2 29 97 |Cornas Auguste Clape 2009  FAVn®2
5 100 | La Landonne Guigal (Hermitage) 2007 FAVn°2 30 97  SyrahLéone Peyre Rose 2003 63
6 100  Saint-Estephe Montrose 2009 FAVn®2 30 97 Billes Noires (Cornas) Domaine du Coulet 2010 104
921 7 100 LExtravagant Doisy-Daéne 2007 FAVn®2 31 97 Lancement (Cote-Rétie) Ogier 2009  FAVn®
8 99 Gewurztraminer Mambourg VT Weinbach 2009 9 32 97  Comtes de Champagne Taittinger 2004 104
8 99 Quercus Puech-Haut 2009 48 33 96  Lalande de Pomerol Siaurac 2010  FAVn®2
8 99 Chateauneuf-du-Pape blanc Clos des Papes 2012 9% 33 96  Cuvée Lucille Avril Domaine Durieu 2010 104
9 99 Porte du Ciel Chateau de la Negly 2011 61 33 96  Chateauncuf-du-Pape blanc Saint-Prefert 2011 105
10 99  Clos Sainte Hune Trimbach 2007 97 34 9  Mas Jullien rouge Mas Jullien 2010 41
10 99  Winston Churchill (Champagne) Pol roger 2000 97 34 9 Vinde Paysde'Heraultblanc  Daumas Gassac 2012 67
11 99  Batard-Montrachet Jean Chartron 2011 98 35 96 Saint-Emilion Fleur Cardinale 2010 105
12 99  Petite Sibérie Clos des Fées 2011 37 35 9  Crescendo (Chinon) Couly Dutheil 2009  FAVn®2
13 98  Montée des Grés Tour Penedesses 2011 73 35 96  Genération XIX blanc Alphonse mellot 2011  FAVn®
14 98  Medoc (Linclassable de Lafon) | Chéteau I'Inclassable 2002 FAVn®2 35 96 |Adrastée (CdP) Halos de Jupiter 2010  FAVn®
15 98  Extase (Monbazillac) Ancienne Cure 2009 83 35 96 |Condrieu La Mordorée 2011 105
15 98  Grange des Peres Rouge Grange des Peres 2010 38 36 96  Corton Rognet Domaine Chevalier 2007 105
16 98  Deus Ex-Machina (CdP) Clos saint Jean 2011 98 36 9  Montus Prestige (Madiran) Alain Brumont 2009 89
16 98  Altenberg de Bergheim Marcel Deiss 2009 99 37 96 Brilade (Bandol) La Begude 2007 6
16 98  Cuvée Speciale (CdP) Tardieu-Laurent 2010 19 37 96 |Les Grandes Grenachieres dHippolyte Chéteau Simian 2010 106
17 98  Vinde Paille Rolet 2005 99 37 9%  Vin Rare (Hermitage) Dauvergne et Ranvier 2010 23
18 98  Saint-Julien Léoville-Barton 2010 FAVn®2 37 96 | Chante-Alouette Chapoutier (Hermitage) | 2011 FAVn®2
18 98 'Réserve des Deux Freres (CdP)  Pierre Usséglio et Fils 2010 99 38 96  AbsoluBlack Terre des Amoureuses |~ 2011 106
19 98  Pessac-Leognan rouge Smith-Haut-Lafitte 2010 FAVn®2 39 96  Pomerol Bon Pasteur 2010 106
19 98  Immortelle Gardine 2010 100 39 9 |GC (Cahors) Chiteau du Cedre 2010 87
20 98  Quintessence du Petit Manseng  Cauhape 2009 TFAVn®2 39 96 Rivesaltes Grand Réserve Dom Brial 1969 55
21 98  Saint-Emilion Clos Fourtet 2010 FAVn®2 40 9%  Margaux Lascombes 2009  FAVn®
22 97  Muscat de Beaumes-de-Venise  Bernardins 2012 100 40 96  Rose pourpre (Cote-Rotic) Pierre Gaillard 2010 106
23 97  Nominaris (Saint-Chinian) Mas de Cynanque 2010 59 40 9% VieillesVignes Janasse 2011 107
24 97  Aigle Noir (Limoux) Gérard Bertrand 2011 53 41 96  Cuvée des Enchanteleurs Champagne Henriot 1998 107
24 97 Maison Rouge Domaine Mouton 2010 100 41 96  Grande Dame (Champagne) Veuve Clicquot 2004 107
25 97  Elegance de Jeanne (CdP) Font de Michelle 2010 100 42 95  LeBouchet Frangois Chidaine 2010  FAVn®
25 97  Fontaine (CdP blanc) Grand Veneur 2011 101 42 95  Oppidum (Coteaux du Languedoc) Dondona 2009 45
25 97  Gewurztraminer Clos Saint-Landelin SGN ' René Mure 2009 102 42 95  Les Pléiades blanc Stella Nova 2011 71
25 97  Valinieres (2007) Léon Barral 2007 75 42 95  Savennieres Domaine aux Moines 2010  FAVn®
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